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Ever wonder why some clubs 
are so successful while others 
struggle to simply find enough 
people to fill the officer posi-
tions each year?  Have you 
ever attended a nomination 
meeting where there are 
more people who want to 
serve than there are offices to 
be filled?   And it’s not about 
the number of club members, 
but more about the participa-
tion of those members and 
their dedication to promoting 
their club.  When a club is 
shrinking or static with its 
membership numbers, the 
club is in trouble. So comes 
the question, how do you turn 
this around? 

 

First, it is necessary to have 
the club to make a commit-
ment to reach out to those 
who are interested in the 
common goals and one that 
learns how to educate your 
neighbors and friends as to 
who we are and what we do 
and how they might like to 
participate in this common 
interest area. 

 

Clubs like these do not hap-
pen just because they are 
there, it takes work and com-
mitment by the membership 
to make the things that make 
growing clubs happen and to 
make it an attractive club that 
others will want to join.  It 
takes the support of the mem-
bership on a non judgmental 
basis that creates this type of 
atmosphere.  

 

Did you ever attend a meeting 
as a newcomer where the 
other people attending are 
gathered into comfortable 
little groups having their little 
chats where no one takes the 
time to approach and intro-
duce themselves?  I have and 
when I left that meeting I still 
did not know any of the mem-
bers, and I never inquired 
about joining again.  Maybe 
part of the blame belongs to 
me by not pushing myself into 
the mix a bit stronger, but the 
end results remain the same, 
neither my friend nor I joined 
the group as we were left to 
feel as though we were intrud-
ing into a private sanctuary.  If 

someone had taken the time 
to introduce themselves and 
invite us in, the club would 
have had two new members 
that night. 

 

Being friendly and taking the 
time to welcome the guests is 
not enough as we need to 
make sure that before they 
leave that they are aware of 
the programs that we have in 
place to to help them get 
started with a successful 
Muskie fishing trip and to be 
sure that they know of the 
benefits to them about the 
Pomme de Tour’s and other 
educational programs that 
our club offers.    
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June 2008 Edition 

UP COMING 
EVENTS 

• June 7th ….Prime Time 
Fun Tournament… 
Members Only 

• Kids Day July 

• Pomme de Tour July 

• Pomme de Tour August 

• Seminar July & August 

• Guide For A Day  
September 20th 

• Fall Tournament  
October 4-5-6 

• Guide For A Day 
October 18th 

• White Bass Outing 
November 8th 

I N S I D E  T H I S  I S S U E :  

Thank You Letter 2 

Muskie Mayhem 3 

Fish & Weather 3 

MOMUSKIE NEWS 

ANNOUNC EMENT  
B Y  E A R L E  H A M M O N D  

Effective Jan 2009 I will no 
longer be doing the newslet-
ter or the Lunge Log for our 
Chapter.  If you are interested 
in doing either of these please 
contact Gary Neely and let 
him know.  I have been doing 
the newsletter for 4-5 years 
now and I think it is time for 

someone else to step up and 
take over.  The newsletter 
does not have to be in the 
format that I decided to use 
but what ever you want to 
use.  I will however still con-
tinue to assist Gary with the 
publishing, printing & mailing 
of the newsletter.   

Doing the Chapter Fishing 
Contest is a piece of cake for 
the person taking it over.  You 
must have a computer though 

Please let Gary know if you 
are interested in this job. 

 

 

 

The lake level is now at 
841 or close.  The water 
temp varies in the morn-
ing it is around 69-70 
warming up to 77 or so 
during the day.  The 
gates are almost shut 
just letting out a trickle 
compared to what was 
coming out for almost a 
month.  The muskies 
should be busting loose 

Continued on page 3 
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H E R E  I S  A  C O P Y  O F  T H E  L E T T E R  T H A T  T H E  C H A P T E R  R E C E I V E D  F R O M  T H E  M D C  I N  
R E G A R D S  T O  T H E  N E T S  T H A T  W E  P U R C H A S E D  F O R  T H E  L O S T  V A L L E Y  H A T C H E R Y .   T H E  N E T S  
C O V E R  T H E  R E A R I N G  P O N D S  K E E P I N G  F I S H  E A T I N G  B I R D S  F R O M  T H E I R  F A V O R I T E  M E A L S .  

Earle Hammond, Editor 



The Pomme de Terre chap-
ter’s annual Muskie Mayhem 
event took place on May 3rd 
at Pomme de Terre.  All new 
members were invited to fish 
with one of our members to 
have an opportunity to learn 
more about muskie fishing 
and the lake. 

 

One of the lessons learned 
was that the combination of 
water conditions and weather 
were about the worst possible 
for fishing.  The lake level was 
high and had been falling as 
much as 6 inches per day.  
Water temperatures were 
below normal for time of year.  
Muskies were post spawn.  A 
cold front went through Fri-
day.  I didn’t check on moon 
phases but I am sure they 
were out of whack also. 

 

We had 22 participants in the 
event with the following re-
sults: 

1 follow 

1 fish sighted swimming by 
the boat at break neck speed 

1-15” muskie caught by Carl 

Marks 

 

There was one muskie caught 
by a bass fisherman fishing 
flooded timer in Big Button.  
That is also where the one 
speedy muskie was sighted. 

 

The good news; I think every-
one had a good time and 
learned something from the 
outing.  Steaks, baked pota-
toes, salad and cheesecake 
for dinner were a good way to 
end the day. 

 

New members that partici-
pated were: Tommy and 
Onedia Oldridge, John Hunter, 
Jon and Sherry Hunt, Jodie 
Gordon, Jim Wilson, Joshua 
Wilson, Boice Arnett, Paul 
Costello, and Paul Williams. 

 

Guides included: Denis Ledg-
erwood, Paul  Scharring-
hausen, Wayne Humphrey, 
Jim Wilson, Dick McPike, Fred 
Vinci, John Hanley, Carl 
Marks, Bill Hill, and Earle 
Hammond. 

 

Our thanks to Todd Hardin for 
coordinating the event and to 
Denis Ledgerwood for organiz-
ing the dinner, picking up all 
the food and cooking. 

 

missourimuskies.org 

 

 

For your information Paul Scharringhausen has taken the information from the  missourimuskies.org 
website and has put weather information with it.  The weather information is from Pomme de Terre  
and Fellow Lake.  Here are a couple of samples.  The full version is on the website for you viewing . 
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F I S H  C A U G H T  I N  2007  
B Y  P A U L  S C H A R R I N G H A U S E N  

Earle Hammond, Editor 

Gary  
 

Do we take time to outline the 
benefits to them of receiving 
our newsletter, the magazine 
and being able to participate in 
our events? 

 

If we can not answer the above 
questions with a positive re-
sponse, then we are not ready 
to promote ourselves as being 
a responsive club.  One that 
supports the fisheries and the 
community on fishing issues 
and one that participates with 
the Conservation Department 
of helping the Muskie fishery to 
grow. 

 

How can we help?  Why not 
attend one of our meetings or 
events and ask a friend to join 
you.  They don’t have to be an 
experienced Muskie fisherper-
son as after all, we all had to 
start somewhere.  Why not 
solicit a place where we can 
place our literature and invite 
the public into the Muskie 
world to see what is happen-
ing? Ask yourself the question, 
are any of us not promoting our 
hobby to those who might show 
a bit of interest, and if not, how 
can we change that? 

 

Remember, the new President 
of your club for 2011 may not 
even be a member as of now, 
and we need to work hard to 
make sure that we invite them 
into our group.  Take the extra 
step – say the extra words – 
make the invitation and let’s 
see what we can accomplish. 

26-Oct 1530 37.5 Grandma C Firetiger T Fellows overcast nw 8 rising 

28-Oct 1300 34.5 Grandma C Firetiger C Fellows clear ne 6 falling 

12-Mar 1035 32 XL X-Rap J 
Char-

treuse/Shad T Pomme  clear sw 8 steady 

19-Mar 920 41 XL X-Rap J 
Char-

treuse/Shad T Pomme  overcast ssw 4 rising 

THANKS 
PAUL!! 



P.O. Box #5 
Hermitage, Mo. 
65668 

Pomme Chapter of Muskies, 
Inc. 

Email: earle2@missourimuskies.org 

Have A Muskie Day 

We are on the web!!! 
www.missourimuskies.org 

POMME DE TERRE CHAPTER OF MUSKIES, INC 
                                      P.O. BOX #5  
                                      Hermitage, Mo. 65668 

 New Member      Renewal              #5  
 
Name ______________________________________________DOB___________________ 
 
Area Code/Phone Number ______________________________________ 
Address        
City _________________________________State_____ Zip Code________ 
Email _________________________________________________________ 
Sponsor _____________________________Birth Date for Junior Members__________________ 

MEMBERSHIP DUES 
Regular Members: $35.00 per year; $65.00 for 2-years, $95.00 for 3-years. Family Memberships: 
$47.50 per year; $90.00 for 2-years; $132.00 for 3-years. Junior Memberships: (up to 18 years of 
age): $20.00 per year. 
Sustaining Membership or Muskies, Inc. Sponsor: $100 per year. 
Contributing Membership: $250.00 

Make checks payable to: Muskies, Inc. and then send to 
Bill Hughes  
2314 Indian Mound Lane  
Manhattan, Ks 66502-2915 

FROM 
 
 
. 
 

P.O. Box #5 
Hermitage, Mo. 65668 

TO 


